Who Am I?

"Name: Lon Oakley Jr, US 54443676"
"Arrived RVN: January 1969"
"Left RVN: August, 1969"
"Company: A"
"Platoon: Dick Nash's Third Herd"
"Squad: Weapons Track (Phantom 34)"
"Email Address: LDO82288@hotmail.com"
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I had the honor to serve with the bravest men I have ever know in my life. Each touched my life forever
and inspired me to get my college education finished after 'Nam and reenter service as a military
officer. 23 (years) of military service and the best years of my life are attributed to Viet Nam heroes

like Dick Nash, Ken "Lumpy" Schulte, Al Bridges, Joe Esser, Larry Gallagher, JC Walker, Dennis
"Tex" Holt, Larry Peek, Dennis "Polooka" Lutz, Charles Lynch, Odis Haynes, Joe Goerke, James
Denney, our PSG "The Rock", our commander CPT David Crocker and the most fearless person I have
ever met...our medic Dan "Doc" Michaelic. I am indebted to them for life!

Deeds Not Words!

LON OAKLEY JR
San Antonio, Texas
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“FREEDOM ISN'T FREE”
HONORING THE 531 FALLEN BROTHERS OF 2/22] INFANTRY

VIET NAM WALL - WASHINGTON D.C. MAY 2008

Triple Deuce Viet Nam & 22d infantry Regiment Reunion

Washington D.C. May1-4 2008
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Advisory, 15 Mareh 1962 - 7 March 1965, During this period, direct U.S, involvement it
the Vietnam conflict increased steadily as U.S. trained Vietnamese pilots moved
Vieinamese helicopter units into and our of combat. Ultimately the United States hoped
that a strong Vietnamese governmeni wauld result in improved internal yecurity and
national defense. The number of U.S. advisors in the field rose from 746 in January 19+
1o over 3,400 by June; the entire U.S. commitment by the end of the year was 11,000,
which included 29 U.S. Army Special Forces detachments. These advisory and support
elements operated under the Ce LS. Military Assiste Command, Vietnam
position established 8 February 1962. The object of American military assistance was to
counter the threat to the government of the Republic of Vietnam posed by the insurgenc
of an estimated 30,000 regular communist Viet Cong and civilian sy) mparhzzm among
the population. Dt:pu‘e what appeared to be i successes in the
populasion i a series of defended strategic hamlets, and in establishing local defense
forces, the U.S. equipped Army of the Republic of Vietnam repeatedly demonstruted an
unwillingness to close with the enemy. A corrupi government and biterly contending
Vieinamese poitical factions further hampered a coherent prosecution of the war with
American advisers, who nevertheless continued their efforts well into the period of large
scale commimmenis of U.S. Army forees to the conflict.
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F POSSIBLE, DON' BE IN TOO MUGH OF A HURRY. z
NEVER TAKE ANYTHING FOR GRANTED, IT MIGHT LOOK HARMLESS BUT IT MIGHT
BE A KILLER. 2

EVIDENGE OF OLD CAMOUFLAGE MAY INDICATE MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS.
SUSPECT ALL OBJECTS THAT APPEAR LOOSE OR OUT OF PLACE.

ALwavs LOOK FOR TRIP WIRES.
NEVER BUNCH UP AND BECOME A GOOD TARGET FOR COMMAND DETONATED MINES.
DESTROY MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS IN PLACE OR MARK, REPORT, AND LEAVE THEM

ALONE.

BEFORE CUTTING TRIP WIRES, CHECK BOTH ENDS FOR BOOBY TRAPS.

OBUECTS SHOULD NOT BE DISTURBED WITHOUT CHECKING FOR BOOBY TRAPS.

ONLY THE ENEMY'S IMAGINATION LIMITS HIS USE OF MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS-—
REMEMBER THAT. e . i

LOCATING MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS.

TRAILS AND ROADS SHOULD BE SUSPECTED. CHECK REFILLED HOLES, AREAS

COVERED WITH STRAW OR GRASS, LITTERED WITH DUNG, PAVEMENT RE-
AIRS, AND OTHER SUSPICIOUS SPOTS.

MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS IMMEDIATELY.

CHECK YOUR AREA FOR EVIDENCE OF MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS WHEN YOU
SET UP YOUR DEFENSE.

JFOBE. GINGERLY WHEN MINES ARE SUSPECTED; DON'T DEPEND SOLELY ON MINE DETECTORS.
SINCE THERE WAS NOTHING N THE AREA YESTERDAY, DON'T ASSUME THERE IS NOTHING
THERE TODAY.

KNOWLEDGE INSPIRES CONFIDENCE
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102 NVA Die, Huge Cache Taken

3d Brigade Scores in Trapezoid

Tiy SPS TACK ANDERSON

DAT? TIENG - Infantrynien of the Tropic Lighting's 30 Brigudecontinued niop up oparations after
they had sueeessfully overmun a huge enemy base camp area in the Trapezoid, Filling 102 of the
defenders. They also detained one suspect during wo days af Fighting.

On the first day, troopers fronn four inEnry companies. discovered 26 enemy bodios. many of them
sumwlﬁ]l in L\)vmv‘ly Ii)ll-u I'\Eﬂunkem‘ \.nncnlenti’n&\\w ‘mc::]:l.’!lmwbuu‘ During sweep |‘rq;m\mn\ on the H 1 L I K M . B .
sccond day, they found an additional 37 enemy bodics and killed nine nare enenty soldisrs, UH-1 SLIC d C

Many ol the enemy dead were attributed to a scrics of cighl Iactical alr strikes 2nd more than 4,400 €divac on en ul
rounds ol artlery that were potred into the area while the fnfantrymen assaulted the bunker comploes. .

The fowr-company force was Tesponding Lo ¥ \ip ffom a hai chanh whe told officers that an entrenched Ru b be r Road J pg (9 96X9 7 7 )
cnemy wnit, some 200 16 250 men, would fight ta the last man deferding what hi suid was a large arms
and fowd eache for the planned suniner offensive. Later, a delsines stafsd there were 2061 10 400 met in
the sroa.

"The hai chanh spoke only Victnamesc during mos! of the operati

When is last time | had a bath.jpg
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~ sald Major lerry Holliday of |
Memmphis, ‘e, operations Officr of Lst Bautalian, 27th [nfantcy Wolfhounds. *All ef & sudden, he

started shouting in English 45 we approached a woodling. 1t was at this Gme when he Wld us shout The
encmy force,” Hilliday said

bty fwww i-kirk infosOnews/dne-21 Tim 10092003
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